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INTRODUCTION: 

 We know it quite well that no political system works in 

vacuum rather it is affected by the social and economic 

conditions of that country. Therefore, to understand a 

particular political system we need to understand the 

interactions among social, economic and political factors 

of that country. Caste is an important factor of Indian 

social system and there is close relationship between 

caste and politics in India. Today the 'politics of caste' is 

greatly influencing the politics in India. Some of the 

scholars are of the view that politics has been classicized 

in India. According to Sh. Jai Prakash Narayan, "Caste is 

the most important political party in India."  

 In this chapter thorough study of the interaction between 

caste and politics in India has been mentioned: 

 



MEANING OF CASTE: 

 The word 'caste' has been derived from a Spanish 
word 'Casta' which means birth or race. It means 
that the people born in a particular race have their 
own separate casta. 

 According to famous author E. Blunt, "A caste is 
an endogamous group or collection ofendamous 
groups bearing a common name, membership of 
which is hereditary imposing on its members 
certain restrictions in matter or social 
intercourses, either following a common 
traditional occupation of claiming a common 
origin and generally regarded as forming a single 
homogeneous community." 

 



 On the basis of the definitions written above 

we can say that- 

 (i) Caste is a group of within caste 

marriages; (ii) having a separate name; (iii) 

divided in parts;(iv) having hereditary 

membership; (v) having hierarchy of social 

statuses; (vi) ban on having inter relations 

with the people belonging to other castes; 

(vi) having separate traditional occupation 

and  members claim having common 

inheritance. 

 



 PROVISION RELATED TO CASTE IN THE 

INDIAN CONSTITUTION: 

 



 The makers of the Indian constitution were 

fully aware about the impact of caste, 

therefore, they have made the following 

provisions in the constitution related to 

caste- 

 1. According to Article-15(1), the state shall 

not discriminate against any citizen on 

grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, 

place of birth or any of them. 

 



 2. According to Article-15 (2), no citizen shall, 

on ground only of religion, race, caste, sex, 

place of birth or any of them, be subject to any 

disability, liability, restriction or condition with 

regard to-(a) access to shops, public 

restaurants, hotels and places of public 

entertainment; or 

 (b) The use of wells, tanks, bathing Ghats, 

roads and places of public resort maintained 

wholly or partially out of state fund s or 

dedicated to the use of general public. 

 



3. Under 93rd Constitutional Amendment Clauase-5 

in Article 15 has been inserted which enabled the 

Central and the State Governments to frame laws 

for the introduction of reservation for OBCs in the 

public and private institutions of higher learning. 

4. Under 93rd Constitutional Amendment provision 

of the reservation of 27% seats has been made in 

public and private institutions of higher learning 

for the students belonging to socially and 

educationally backward classes. 

 



5. According to Article-16 (1), and (2), there shall 
be equality of opportunities for all citizens in 
matters relating to employment or appointment 
to any office under the state. According to Article-
16 (2), no citizen shall, on grounds only of 
religion, race, caste, sex, descent, place of birth, 
residence or any of them, be ineligible for, or 
discriminated against in respect of, any 
employment or office under the state. 

6. According to Article-17, untouchability is 
abolished and its practice in any form is 
forbidden. 



7. According to Article-330 (1), seats shall be 

reserved in the House of the People for (a) 

the Scheduled Caste., (b) the Scheduled 

Tribes and (C)The Scheduled Tribes in the 

Autonomous districts of Assam. 

 According to Article-332 (1), the seats shall 

be reserved for the Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes in the Legislative Assembly 

of every state. 



8. According to Article-331, the President may, if he is of 
opinion that the Anglo Indian Community is not 
adequately represented in the House of the People, 
nominates not more than two members of that 
community to the House of the People. 

9. According to Article-333, the Governor of the state 
may, if he is of opinion that the Anglo Indian 
Community needs representation in the Legislative 
Assembly of the State and is not adequately 
represented therein, can nominate one member o'l 
that community to the Assembly. 

 



10. According to 73rd and 74th Amendments of 
the constitution the seats have been reserved 
for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in 
the Panchayati Raj institutions and in the Urban 
Local Bodies. 

11. According to Article-338, there shall be a 
Commission for the Scheduled Castes to be 
known as the National Commission for 
Scheduled Castes which will investigate and 
monitor all matters related to the safeguards 
provided for the Scheduled Castes under 
Constitution. 

 



12. According to Article-338 A, there shall be 

Commission for the Scheduled Tribes to be known 

as the National Commission for the Scheduled 

Tribes which will investigate and monitor all 

matters relating to the safeguards provided for 

Scheduled Tribes under this constitution. 

13. According to Article-340, The President may be 

order appoint a Commission to investigate the 

condition of Backward Classes and to give 

suggestions for their improvement. 

 



CLASSIFICATION OF CASTES IN INDIA: 

In India, on the basis of castes the poor classes have 

been classified into four categories: 

1. Scheduled Castes - In this category the people who 

were classified as 'Untouchables' or 'Shudras' are 

included. During British rule these people were 

known as 'Dalits' and Mahatma Gandhi gave the 

name of Harijans to this class. But under the 

present constitution of India these people are given 

the name of Scheduled Castes and it is the most 

backward class of society. At present almost 779 

castes in India are included in the category of 

Scheduled Castes. 
 



2. Scheduled Tribes - The tribes which were 

living in jungles and dependent on hunting 

and ate meat and roots etc were given the 

name of Scheduled Tribes. Under Article-

342(1), the President, may after 

consultation with the Governor by public 

notification, specify the tribes or tribal 

communuties or parts of or groups within 

tribes of tribal communities which shall for 

the purpose of this constitution be deemed 

to be Scheduled Tribes in relation of that 

particular state. 

 



3. De-notified Tribes - Two types of tribes 

can be included in this category-Named and 

Settled. Those who keep on moving from one 

place to another are known as nomads and 

those who have settled at one particular place 

were known as settled. During the British 

time, these people used to indulge in petty 

crimes so they were known as ‘criminal tribes’ 

and under the Criminal Tribes Act, 1924 

almost 137 groups of these tribes were 

declared as Criminal Tribes and special watch 

was kept on their activities. 

 



4. Other Backward Classes - Besides 

the categories written above there are 

many more classes which are socially 

and economically much more 

backward. Today, almost all the states 

have prepared the list of OBCs in their 

respective state and the number of 

OBCs varies from state to state. In 

Uttar Pradesh 58 castes have been 

included in the category of OBCs. 

 



 CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS TO SAFEGUARD 

THE INTERESTS AND WELFARE OF 

SCHEDULED CASTES AND SCHEDULED 

TRIBES: 

   The following provision has been made to 

safeguard and promote the interests of 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes:                                                  

1. Equality before Law, Art-14-According to 

 Article-14, the state shall not deny to any 

 person equality before law or equal 

 protection of laws within the territory of 

 India. 

 



2. Prohibition of Discrimination, 

Artcle-15-According to Article-15, the 

State shall not discriminate against any 

citizen on grounds only of religion, race, 

caste, sex, place of birth or any of them. 

Besides this all the public places such 

as shops, public restaurants, hotels and 

places of public entertainment, public 

wells, bathing ghats, tanks, roads and 

places of public resorts maintained 

wholly or partially out of the State 

funds have been thrown open for 

everybody. 

 



3. Provision of Reservation, Article- 16(4  & 4 

A)-According to  Article-16 (4 and 4A), the 

provision  is made for reservation of 

posts in  the services under the state 

for the  protection and promotion of the 

interests of Backward Classes, Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled  Tribes. 

4. Prohibition of Untouchability, Article-17-

According to Article-17, untouchability is 

abolished and its practice in any form is 

prohibitited.The enforcement of any 

disability arising out of untouchability 

shall be an offence punishable in 

accordance with law. 
 

 



5. Limitation to move freely and to reside 

throughout the territory of India, Article-19(5)- 

According to Article-19(5), the state can impose 

reasonable restrictions on the freedom to move 

freely throughout the territory of India or to 

reside in a particular place in the interest of 

general public or for the protection of the 

interests of Scheduled Tribes. 

6. Freedom to enter Hindu Religious 

Institution, Article-25(2)-According to Article-

25(2), the state can throw open the Hindu 

Religious Institutions of a public character to all 

classes and sections of Hindus. 

 



7. Freedom to get admission in Educational 

Institution, Articles-29(2)-According to Article-29(2), 

no citizen shall be denied admission into any 

educational institution maintained by the State or 

receiving aid out of state funds on grounds only of 

religion, race, caste, language or any of them. 

8. Protection of Educational and Economic 

Interests of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and 

Other Weaker Sections, Article-46-According to 

Article-46, the state shall promote with special care 

the educational and economic interests of the weaker 

sections of the people, and in particular, of the 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and shall 

protect them from social injustices and all form of 

exploitation. 

 



9. Provision of Reservation in Lok Sabha and State 

Assemblies, Article-330,332 and 334- 

 According to Article-330, 332 and 334, provisions 

are made for the reservation of seats in Lok Sabha 

and state Legislative Assembly for Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

10. Appointment of a Minister to look into the welfare 

of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and the 

Backward Classes, Article-164- According to Article-

164 of the constitution, provision is made to 

appoint a special minister in Bihar, Madhya Pradesh 

and Orissa for the protection of the interests of 

Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Backward 

Classes. 

 



11. To declare Schedule Area, Schedule-V— 

Under Schedule-V of the constitution the 

President is empowered to declare any are as 

Scheduled Area and can make any change in 

the size of that area. 

12. To make special provisions for the 

administration of Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes Areas, Article-224 and V and 

VI Schedule-According to Article -224 and 

Scheduled-V and VI, the President is 

empowered to make special provisions for the 

administration of Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes Area. 

 



13. To constitute National Commission for Scheduled 

Castes and Nation Commission for Scheduled 

Tribes, Article-338 and Article-338 A-According to 

Acticle-338 as '.Amended by 65th constitutional 

amendment in 1990 and Article-338 A. as 

amended through 89 th Constitutional Amendment 

in 2003, the provisions have been made to appoint 

two separate National Commissions, one for 

Scheduled Castes and the other for Scheduled 

Tribes to see that the provisions made in the 

constitution for the welfare of Scheduled Castes 

and Scheduled Tribes are properly implemented. . 

   A brief description of the National Commission for 

Scheduled Castes is given below: 

 



 NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR SCHEDULED 

CASTES: 

 Before the 65th Constitutional! Amendment 

made in 1990 there was provision of the 

appointment of an official under Article-338, 

to monitor the implementation of the 

provisions related to the welfare of 

 Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. But 

through 65th Constitutional Amendment 

provision is made for the appointment of 

National Commission for Scheduled Castes 

in Article-338 of the constitution. 

 



 Composition of Commission-According to Article-

338 (2), subject to the provisions of any law made 

on this behalf by Parliament, the Commission 

shall consist of a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson 

and three other members and the condition of 

service and tenure of office of the Chairperson, 

Vice-Chairperson and other members so 

appointed shall be such as the President may by 

rule determine. 

 The Chairman, Vice-Chair man and other 

members of the Commission shall be appointed 

by the President by warrant under his hand and 

seal. 

 



Functions of the Commission-The powers and functions 

of the Commission are written below- 

I. To investigate and monitor ali matters relating to the 

safeguard provided for Scheduled Castes under this 

constitution or under any other law for the time being 

in force or under any order of the Government and to 

evaluate the working of such safeguards. 

II. To inquire into specific complaints with respect to the 

deprivation of rights and safeguards for the 

Scheduled Castes.III. To participate and advise on the 

planning process of socio-economic development of 

the Scheduled Castes and to evaluate the progress of 

their development under the Union and the states. 

 



IV. To present to the President, annually and at other 

such times as the Commission may deem fit, 

reports upon the working of those safeguards. 

V. To make in such reports and recommendations as 

to the measure that should be taken by the union 

or any state for the effective implementation of 

those safeguards and other measures for the 

protection, welfare and socio-economic 

development of the Scheduled Castes. 

VI. To discharge such other functions in relation to 

the protection, welfare and development arid 

advancement of the Scheduled Castes as the 

President may assign, subject to the provisions of 

any law made by Parliament, by the rule specify. 

 



 Commission to have the powers of Civil Court-The 

Commission while investigating any matter referred to it 

shall have all the powers' of Civil Court trying a suit and 

particularly in respect of the following matters viz; 

I. Summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person 

from any part of India and examining him on oath; 

II. Requiring the discovery and production of any document; 

III. Receiving evidence on affidavit; 

IV. Requisitioning any public or copy there of form any court or 

office; 

V. Issuing Commissions for the examination of witnesses and 

documents; 

VI. Any other matter which the president may, by rule, 

determine. 

 



POLITICS OF RESERVATION: Though the purpose of 

reservation was to promote the welfare of the people 

belonging to Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and 

Other Backward Classes and to ensure justice to them 

but for the last quite a few years reservation has 

become a political tool and all the political parties are 

exploiting it to promote their political interests as a 

result of which the real purpose of reservation has lost. 

As a result of this the issue of reservation has given 

birth to so many social and political tensions in the 

society. 

 



 RESERVATION MADE UNDER THE PROVISIONS 

OF THE CONSTITUTION 

 The following provisions have been made of 

reservation under the various provisions of the 

constitution: 

1. Reservation in Lok Sabha and State 

 Legislative Assemblies-Article 330 and 332 

 of the constitution makes provision of 

 reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes 

 and Scheduled Tribes in Lok Sabha and 

 State Legislative Assemblies in proportion 

 of their population. 

 



2. Reservation in Local Bodies-With the 

passing of 73rd and 74th constitutional 

amendments in December 1973 

provisions have been made for the 

reservation of seats in Urban Local Bodies 

and Panchayati Raj Institutions for 

Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and 

other Backward Classes in proportion to 

their population. Also 33% seats have 

been reserved in these bodies for the 

women. 

 



3. Reservation Public Services- It is said in Article-16 

(4) of the constitution that "nothing in this article 

shall prevent the State for making any provision 

for the reservation of appointments or posts in 

favour of any backward class of citizens which, in 

the opinion of the State, is not adequately 

represented in the services under the State" 

Under Article-16(4A), the seats can be reserved 

for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in 

promotions also. It is also said in Article-335 that 

the claims of the members of the Scheduled 

Castes and the Scheduled Tribes shall be taken 

into consideration 



4. Recommendations of Mandal Commission about 

Resrevation-The Mandal Commission constituted in 

1978 had given recommendations for the reservation 

of seats for other Backward Classes OBC's besides 

S/C's and S/T's. Since Supreme Court had fixed the 

maximum limit of reservation at 50%, so the Mandal 

Commissions had recommended that 27% seats be 

reserved for OBC's in public services. The 

recommendations of Mandal Commission were 

enforced by V.P. Singh government on August 15, 

1990 which were opposed by the the people 

belonging to upper castes. But the Supreme Court had 

said that the benefit of reservaion should not go to 

economically developed people to which the Supreme 

Court gave the name of "Creamy Layer." 

 



5. Reservation in Higher Educational Institutions-

Under 93rd Constitutional Amendment the 

provisions were made of reservation of 27% of 

seats for Other Backward Classes-OBC's in the 

governmental and non-governmental 

institutions of higher education. Though the 

decision of the government was opposed by 

tooth and nail by the people belonging to higher 

castes, yet the government had repeated its 

commitment to enforce the decision and 

promised to increase the number of total seats 

for the benefit of the students belonging to 

general category. 

 



ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF RESERVATION 

1. Essential for the establishment of Equality-The people 

belonging to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

remained victims of exploitation for countries together and 

they had to suffer great humiliation. Though the political 

equality was established, yet the abolition of discrimination 

in other fields was also necessary. For this, reservation was 

considered an important tool. 

2. Essential for the success of Democracy-After independence 

democratic system o' government was adopted for India. But 

for democracy only universal adult franchise was not 

sufficient. Along with political equality, economic and social 

equality was also necessary and the policy of reservation 

proved quite successful in this direction'. 

 



3. Helpful to achieve the objectives included in the Preamble 

of the Constitution-The constitution of India starts with 

Preamble which is also known as the mirror of the 

constitution. In Preamble, Promise is made to provide 

social, economic and political justice to all and the policy 

of reservation is essential to provide justice to the most 

depressed sections of society. 

4. Policy of reservation has ensured women participation in 

local self-Governments-Through the policy of reservation 

33% seats have been reserved for women in Local Self 

Bodies both at village and city level. Now the women are 

holding high offices in these bodies and are playing 

important role in the upliftment of their own class.lt has 

created self confidence among them also. 

 



5. An opportunity to show their Ability-The nature has 

endowed Dalits with great qualities also but they did not 

get opportunity to show their worth, so their talent 

remained suppressed. The policy of reservation has 

provided them with opportunities to show their ability and 

they are doing quite good in different areas.                              

6. Development of Social Harmony and Unity-As a 

consequence of reservation the people belonging to 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes have come out of 

different complexes. Because of long subjugation, they 

had developed feeling of hatred towards the people 

belonging to higher castes. Now the people belonging to 

lower castes do not have any hatred for the people 

belonging to higher castes and this has led to social 

harmony and unity. 

 



7. Means of Social and Economic Transformation-

The policy of reservation has provided 

opportunities to the Dalits to enter into 

political, social and economic areas. As a result 

of this they are holding high offices in politics 

and in administrative services. The people 

belonging to higher castes are working under 

them.The Dalits in the villages are Panches 

and Sarpanches and are also the Chair-

persons of Block Samities and Zila Parishads 

and in a country like India this is a 

revolutionary change and Mahatma Gandhi's 

dream of true swaraj has been realised. 

 



8. Change in the psyche of Dalits- The long 

suppression of the Dalits had influenced their 

psyche also. Inferiority complex had become 

the part of their nature and they had lost their 

self esteem. The policy of reservation has freed 

them from all these complexes. Now they feel 

that they are also an essential part of the 

society and are in no way less than others. Now 

they have the courage to look straight in the 

eyes of the people belonging to so called 

superior class and all these are the miracles of 

the policy of reservation. 

 



ARGUMENTS AGAINST RESERVATION 

1. Based on Inequality-Though the objective of the policy 

of reservation is to create equality, vet it is based on 

the principle of inequality By equality we mean to 

provide equal opportunities to all whereas the policy 

of reservation gives special privileges to a few which is 

against the fundamental principle of equality. 

2. Responsible for Social Tensions-The policy of 

reservation has created so many tensions in the 

society and the reaction after the government's 

decision to implement on the recommendations of 

Mandal Commission was the proof of it. Now the 

people belonging to higher castes feel that the people 

having less marks 



 can get admission in medical colleges whereas they with 

higher qualifications and high marks cannot get admission. 

As a result of this many organizations have come into 

existence to oppose the policy of reservation and it has led 

to social tension.Today, me Indian society seems to be 

fragmented on the basis of caste and the Supreme Court 

has expressed apprehension on this. 

3. Against the principle of Natural Justice-The principle of 

Natural Justice demands that every person should get 

according to his ability whereas the policy of reservation is 

against the principle of natural justice because according to 

it we give preference to inability over ability. Able students 

fail to qualify for higher jobs even after getting high merit 

whereas; the students with low percentage get selected. 

 



4. Effects the efficiency of Administration-We 

know it quite well that civil services are the 

backbone of administration and these are also 

known as eyes, ears, nose, arms, mouth, and 

brain of the administration. Therefore, very 

efficient persons should be recruited for these 

services and no discrimination should be made 

at the time of recruitment. But the policy of 

reservation defeats the very purpose of the 

efficient administration because inefficient 

persons get appointed on these posts. 

 



5. Emergence of Elite Class among Dalits-lt is also seen 

that the benefits of reservation have not reached the 

deserving people rather an elite class has emerged 

among the Dalits which has taken the full advantage 

of the policy of reservation. The Supreme court of 

India has termed this class as a "Creamy Layer". 

According to an estimate 30% of the Dalits holding 

high offices are the relatives of one another and this 

class even marries their children among this class 

and promotes the interests of one another. They look 

down upon the Dalits who are outside this elite class. 

So, the policy of reservation has further divided the 

Dalits into low and high castes. 

 



S. Has failed to achieve desired Objectives-The 

basic purpose of the policy of reservation was 

to create a society based on equality and 

justice and to achieve this purpose the 

necessary provisions were made in the 

constitution. But the policy of reservation has 

failed to achieve this purpose. Even today, most 

of them find it difficult to fulfill their basic 

needs of food, cloth and shelter. They have to 

work on very low wages. The truth is that most 

of the Dalits even do not know about the policy 

of reservation and how they can get benefit of 

it. 

 



7. Development of Inferiority Complex-The policy of reservation 

has created an inferiority complex among Dalits. When they 

get admission in educational institutions on the basis of 

reservation, they get the feeling that they are not holding 

these offices because of their merit, rather because of the 

policy of reservation and it has negative effect on their 

psyche. 

8. Negative impact on Politics-The politics of reservation has 

hardly affected the Indian Politics. Almost all the political 

parties are not genuinely interested in the development of 

Dalits rather they are more interested in their votes and they 

do not want to lose these. Every political party has a cell 

whose purpose is only to win the support of Dalit votes. Even 

in the political parties the high offices are given to dalits just 

"for the sake of their votes. 

 



9. Demand for more Reservation-The policy of 

reservation for one class has encouraged the 

people belonging to other castes and religion to ask 

for reservation. Today Muslims and Christians are j 

also asking for reservation. Similarly, the poor 

among the high castes are also asking for 

reservation. The women are also asking for 

reservation .lf this trend is not checked no seats will 

be left for open competition. The Gujjars who are 

placed in the category of OBC's want that they 

should be included in the category of Scheduled 

Tribes and for this purpose they had launched 

violent agitation in Rajasthan in June, 2007. 

 



10. Wrong basis of Reservation-In India caste is 

made the basis of reservation which is not correct. 

There is no doubt that the living standard of the 

people belonging to Scheduled Castes 

andScheduled Tribes is very low and they have not 

got the benefits provided to them in the 

constitution. But the fact is that even among the 

higher castes there are many people who are 

leading a very poor life. But because they belong 

to upper castes, they are not entitled to the 

benefits which the people belonging to S/Cs and 

S/Ts get. Therefore, the basis of reservation 

should not be caste rather it j should be economic 

status of the people. 

 



 Conclusion - On the basis of the arguments 

given for and against the policy of reservation 

we come to the conclusion that it was started 

with a noble purpose. But the point to ponder is 

that how far we have succeeded in achieving 

the required purpose. We cannot say with 

certainty that the policy has failed but only a 

handful of people have benefited by it. So, 

there is need to reevaluate the policy of 

reservation and make it fool proof. 

 



IMPACT OF CASTE ON POLITICS  INDIA: 
Caste is an important component of Indian politics 

and there is no aspect of it which is not being 

influenced by the caste in one way or the other. When 

caste itself becomes a political category, it is futile to 

argue as to whether caste uses politics or politics uses 

caste. 
The impact of caste on politics in India can be 

divided under the following headings— 



1. Caste based Political Parties-In principle though the 

political parties should not be based on caste yet in 

India there are so many caste based political parties 

which try to promote and protect the interests of a 

particular caste. AIADMK and DMK parties in Tamil 

Nadu and Pondicherry/ are committed to the 

protection of the interests of non-brahmans. These 

two political parties were formed particularly to save 

Dravids from the supremacy of Aryans and because of 

this reason these parties have their influence only in 

South Indian States. Today, the Bahujan Samaj Party 

is committed to the protection of the interest of Dalits, 

Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other 

suppressed Classes. The party is against Manuwadi 

Castes and Manuwadi Political Parties. 

 



2. Caste based Pressure Groups-There are so many 

caste based pressure groups in India which try to 

promote and protect the interests of a particular 

castes and for this purpose they keep putting pressure 

on governments. The pressure groups like Scheduled 

Caste Federation, Non-Scheduled Caste Federation, 

Tribal Federation, Arya Samaj Sabha, Sanatan Dharm 

Sabha etc are such pressure groups who work for the 

protection of the interests'of a particular community. 

Even the members of Parliament and State 

Legislatures belonging to particular castes, sometime 

cross party lines and work for the promotion of the 

interests of their caste only. 

 



3. Caste and nominationof Candidates for Election-

While nominating their candidates from different 

constituencies, the political parties keep in mind 

the caste of the candidate and the caste of the 

voters in that particular constituency and only that 

person is nominated candidate whose caste go 

with the caste of the majority of the voters in that 

constituency. As a result of this he is sure to get 

the votes of voters of his caste. According to Morris 

Jones, "Behind the formal list of party '.andidates 

nominated for the contest; there is probably an 

inside story of careful calculations in term of caste 

appeal." 

 



4. Caste and Voting Behaviour-In India, the caste is also 

one of the important determinants of voting 

behaviour. The candidates ask for vote in the name of 

caste and they raise the caste based slogans like 'Jat 

ki beti Jat ko, Jat ki Vote Jat Ko' and such slogans do 

have effect on the voters and ley get influenced to 

cast their vote in favour of the candidate belonging to 

their caste. The influence 'caste is very strong in the 

states of Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 

Madhya Pradesh, 

 Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka etc. The Indian society is 

horizontally and vertically divided on the basis of 

castes and sub-castes.          

 



5. Caste and formation of Council of Ministers-Though 

in theory the Prime Ministers and Chief Ministers 

are quite free in the formation of their Council of 

Ministers and can include any person who is eligible 

in their Council of Ministers, but in practice the story 

is quite different. While constituting Council of 

Ministers they have to give representation to the 

members belonging to different castes in the state 

and in case they do not do so, the supporters of a 

particular caste put pressure on Prime Minister and 

Chief Ministers to give representation to their caste. 

As a result of this, many of the ministers are not 

ministers because of their competency but because 

of their caste. 

 



6. Caste and Reservation-The framers of the 

constitution were aware of the problem of 

different castes. So, while making constitution 

they made special provisions in the constitution 

for the protection of the interests of Scheduled 

Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Backward Castes 

etc. Though the purpose of reservation was to 

uplift the people belonging to lower castes, but 

today it has taken the form of a political 

weapon and every political party tries to use it 

for the promotion of its political interests and to 

consolidate their vote bank. 

 



7. Demand of Reservation by other Communities-The 

provisions of reservation made in the constitution 

have proved counterproductive also as the non-

scheduled castes, have also started putting 

pressure on the government to make provisions of 

reservation for them also and it has led to inter-

caste war in India. Now the Dalits belonging to 

Christian and Muslim religion are also asking for 

reservation and their demand is getting strong day 

by day. The decision of V.P.Singh Government to 

implement Mandal Commission Report created so 

much turmoil on the issue of reservation that it 

had further sharpened the caste war in India; 

 



8. Social and Political Tensions-The provisions made 

for the protection of the interests of Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes have also disturbed 

the social harmony and cohesiveness in the Indian 

Society and have created so many social and 

political tensions. The society has got divided into 

two warring factions and the violent incidents 

between the low castes and high castes have 

become the order of the day. The people belonging 

to upper castes and lower castes have formed 

their own private armies and the Dalit Sena 

organized by Ram Vilas Paswan, Eklavya Sena by 

Ms. Mayawati and Ranvir Sena by Rajputs were 

the proof of it. 

 



9. Dissatisfaction among the people belonging to 

Higher Castes-The policy of reservation in India 

has led to dissatisfaction and anger among the 

people of upper castes and the proof of it was a 

long drawn strike in May, 2006 by the students 

of medical colleges and I.T.I.s against 

governments decision to reserve 27% seats for 

OBCs in the institutions of higher learning. 

Some of the students even made an attempt to 

commit self immolation. The medical services 

were completely paralyzed in the hospitals and 

ultimately with the intervention of the Supreme 

Court the strike was ended on May 30,2006. 

 



10. Caste and Policy Making— In India, the caste has 

also influenced the policy making by the government. 

Through a judgment delivered on April 10, 2008, the 

Supreme Court has upheld the validity of the decision 

of the government by which 27% seats were reserved 

for OBCs in the educational institutions of higher 

learning. But the Supreme Court has kept the 'creamy 

layer' among OBCs out of the purview of this benefit. 

With the purpose to decrease the effect of this 

judgment of the Supreme Court, the U.P.A. 

Government had taken the decision to raise the upper 

limit of 'creamy layer' from the annual income of Rs. 

2.5 lakh per year to Rs. 4.5 lakh per year so that the 

rich people belonging to OBCs could also get the 

benefit. 

     Today, almost all the decisions are taken keeping in 



Today, almost all the decisions are taken keeping in mind 

the caste factor. Casteism has also effected the civil 

administration. The purpose of reservation was to 

improve the lot of scheduled castes and scheduled 

tribes etc but it has divided the services on the basis of 

caste. In these days the interests of a particular caste 

are kept in mind while running the administration. 

IMPACT OF POLITICS ON CASTE IN INDIA: 

In India, the politics has also affected the caste such as: 

1. Abolition of UntouchabiIity- Untouchability was a social 

evil in India and various social reformers launched many 

movements for the removal of this but they were not 

successful 



 in eradicating this evil. Now this has been completely rooted 

from the Indian society. According to Article-17 of the 

constitution, untouchability is abolished and its practice in any 

form is forbidden. The enforcement of any disability arising out 

of untouchability shall be an offence punishable in accordance 

with law. 

2. Provisions for the upliftment of Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes-Special provisions have been made for the 

upliftment of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes who 

remained suppressed for centuries together. To provide justice 

in every field of life has been declared the objective of the 

constitution and special National Commissions have been 

constituted to ensure that they get all the facilities provided in 

the constitution for their upliftment. Today, so many schemes 

both at national and state level have been launched for the 

betterment of these classes. 

 



3. Provision of Reservation for Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes-According to Article-16 (4) it is said, 

nothing in this article shall prevent the state from making 

any provisions for the reservation appointments or posts 

in favour of any backward class of citizens which, in the 

opinion of the state, is not adequately represented in 

services in the state. Similar provisions have been made 

for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and OBCs in 

Article-16 (4 A) of the constitution. Under these provisions 

of the constitution, the seats have been reserved for 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and OBCs in 

various government services. Besides this, the seats have 

also been reserved in Lok Sabha, State Legislative 

Assemblies, the Panchayati Raj institutions and Urban 

Local Bodies. 

 



4. Provision of equal Franchise-According to Article-325, 

no person shall be ineligible for inclusion in, or to claim 

to be included in a special electoral roll on ground of 

religion, race, caste or sex. So, there shall be one 

general electoral roll for every territorial constituency. 

According to Article-326, the elections to the House of 

the People and to the Legislative Assembly of every 

state shall be on the basis of universal adult suffrage, 

that is to say that every person who is citizen of India 

and who is not less than 18 years of age and is not 

otherwise disqualified under this constitution or any law 

made by the appropriate legislature shall be entitled to 

be registered as a voter. The value of the votes of all is 

equal and all are equal share holders in the politics of 

the state. 

 



5. Broken the strong barriers between High and Low 

Castes-As a result of the policies adopted after 

independence the people belonging to Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes have made great progress 

in different fields of life. Now they are holding high posts 

in private and public field and they sit in the planning 

boards where the policies for the development of the 

nation are made. They are holding high government 

posts and are in commanding positions. As a result of 

all this the strong barriers which existed a few years 

back between the people belonging to high and low 

castes are getting loosened. The inter-caste marriages 

have become quite common and the students studying 

in schools, colleges and universities are least bothered' 

about the caste of the person sitting next to them. 

 



6. Emergence of new awareness among Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes-After independence 

due to various measures taken for their 

development a new awareness has emerged 

among the people belonging to Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Now they are 

aware of their political power and they want 

equal partnership in political power. Now they 

are not contended just by becoming the note 

bank of other classes or other political parties, 

rather they have made their own political parties 

and pressure groups and through these they 

want to change their destiny. 

 



7. Emergence of Caste Elite-As a result of the benefits which 

Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other Backward 

Classes have got, a new elite class has emerged among 

them which wanted to consolidate its hold over these 

advantages. Generally it is seen that only a small minority 

has taken the advantage of the benefits and majority of the 

poor people were still deprived of these benefits. It was 

because of this reason that the Supreme Court has said that 

the 'Creamy Layer' among these classes should be kept 

outside of the advantages whereas this class was not ready 

to accept the verdict of the Supreme Court. This elite class is 

making full use of its position to maintain its hold on these 

advantages and even the political parties also support them. 

In brief, this elite class among the poor has established its 

control over the advantages which they get as a result of 

reservation. 

 



8. Increase in Political Participation—Today the 

political participation of the so called low castes 

has also increased many fold. A new 

consciousness has emerged among them and 

they feel that only due to their active 

participation in political activities, they can get 

their political interests protected. Now they come 

in large numbers to the polling stations to cast 

their votes as they understand the value of their 

vote. They just do not want to remain the vote 

bank of other political parties. They have realized 

that the balance of political power was into their 

hands and they want to take full advantage of it. 

 



Evaluation-After reading the description given above 

we come to the conclusion that there is a close 

interaction between caste and politics in India and 

both influence each other. As we know that Social 

System, Economic System and Political System are 

closely related to one another and also influence 

each other. The fact is that we cannot understand 

one by ignoring the other. Caste, which is an 

important component of the social system in India 

has made its special place in the Indian Political 

System and both interact with one another at 

various levels. In other words we can say the caste 

has also become an important component of the 

political system in India.  

 



 Whereas the study of caste system in India has made us 

aware of its impact on whom politics in India, the same 

way, the study of politics has also made us aware of its 

impacts on caste. But the matter of concern is that caste 

has proved a heterogeneous factor and has fragmented 

the Indian politics. The special facilities provided in the 

constitution to the people belonging to lower castes have 

created discontentment among the people belonging to 

the upper castes which has resulted in violent incidents 

many times and long drawn strike by students of medical 

colleges and ITIs in May, 2006 was the proof of it. The 

students were protesting against government's decision to 

reserve 27% seats for OBC.s in the public and private 

institutions of higher learning. So, this sharp division of 

the society further sharpened by political leaders need to 

be looked into. 

 



Suggestions for the solution of this Problem- 

I. The basis of reservation should be economic not caste so 

that all the poor sections of society are benefited of it. 

II. The recognition of caste based political parties should be 

withdrawn. 

Hi. The politicians should rise above politics of caste and 

they should think of national interests. 

IV. The education system should be remodeled on secular 

lines. It should help in the creation of healthy society. 

V. Media should play neutral role  

VI. The religious leaders should create awareness among the 

people and should propagate that all are the children of 

one God. 
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